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Mr. E, Thomas Colosimo,/

Arrow, Inc, -

Washington 6, D, C.

Dear Mpr, Colosimo:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding the
Cammunht-spouazcd World Youth Festival In Vienna, Aas you
may be aware, thig government is not in 5 Position to prevent
the attendance at the Festival by lndividu,} Americans, and it
is recognized that some patriotic, anti-Communiat Americans,
motivated by curiosity, the desire for contact with foreign |
youth, and the Prospect of inexpensive travel, will be attracted |
to the Festival just as many of our citizens are now attracted '

The State Department stands ready to brief individual }
Participants, ¥ any Americans with an Indian background
Skpress an interest to attend this event, I suggest that you
direct them to check with the State Department's Public Affairs
Office so that they can be given Pertinent background informa«
tion, |
40 (

BocumENT ,
siﬂcalﬁly. Kl poapen hgo. Rem

 GLAZS, I}

| |
H” T8 e" i
1

|

S lsm 2. EE VI P

BATe: mevizwen: | ‘
Allen W, Dulles s - /
. izector. . . _— |
e RN e T
- Distribution: o * |
' Orig & 1 - Addressee !

1 - DCI !

A - ER |
: :Sé%DngRmnﬂ RO§$:300070084-5
i l-C/EE 24EE/a |




25X1 Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000200070084-5

Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000200070084-5



WILL ROGERS, JR.
Honorary President

LOUIS R. BRUCE, JR.

President
RUTH M. BRONSON
Vice-President

LAWRENCE H. NOTT
Treasurer

1

Approved For Release 2003/03/28‘; CIA-RDP80R01731R000200070084-5 Exec“"""'ssgg;-;rv» ,

) 3.7
./4”0&0, Ine.

1166 - 19TH STREET, N. W,
WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

Phone:
MEtropolitan 8-4459

April 28, 1959

Dear Mr, Dulles:

a request from the American Youth Festival Organization to assist it in
its participation in the 7th World Festival of Youth and Students, to
be held in Vienna July 26 to August ),

In her letter to us, the Executive Secretary of AYFO presents

some arguments which could be interpreted as being logical. My personal
opinion is that with malice aforethought, participation could be Justbi-

fied,

But also from a personal point of view, I do not want to be in a

position where ten years from now, or maybe before, a Congressional
Committee or an employer could say, "Oh, that's Tom Colosimo; when he
was Executive Director of Arrow he recommended the participation of Arrow
in a Commnist-initiated youth festival,! -~ T have had some experience
in initiating action against the Communist International conspiracy, and
I found the results unappreciated to say the least.

However, I would be more than happy to Cooperate in any way that

would help the country, The nature of our democracy certainly puts a
heavy load on your organization; whether or not Jou are succeeding will
never be known unless disaster is upon us, and then it will be too late.

I am enclosing s Copy of Miss Perry's letter and my reply, also

a copy of an article which appeared in a recent New York Times concerning
the Vienna rally.

Sincerely,

5‘ ‘T l’LuVM_l!wa [@"Cf/’l‘t/v‘vqu
E. Thomas Colosimo

enclosures

Mr., Allan W, Dulles

Central Intelligence Agency
2130 E Street N.u.
Washington, D. C.
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808 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET . SUiTE 4013-4 . CHICAGO &, ILLINOIS - WERsTER -485132

April 3, 1959

Board of Directors
Arrow, Inc,

505 14th Street N,w1
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirg:

Ey way of introduction, permit us to tel] Jou & little about the AYFO, Inc.
znd why thig organization wasg formed,

This copporation wss formed in October of 1958, Primarily to encourage
American youth to participate in world events, particularly thoge which
include the youth of the Communigt Bast. We are g bon-partisan, not

for prorfit 8roup, dedicated to promoting direct, friendly contact netween
individual Americans ang their counvervarts everywhere. The AYFQ
maintains that lasting peace can be ultimately realized by People neeting
beople, for thig is the best way to cldar away misunderstandings,
L11~will ang intolerance. This, in turn, builds respect between the
various nations and their pPeoples.

Part of that oreration includes American participation in the 7th Worlgd
Festivgl of Youth and Students which will be helgd {rom July 2o-August 4
in Vienna. Tpig Jears Festival provides g common ground(neutra] Austria),
where youth from all nations may come together to seek Ways of easing
world tensiona, to better their lot in a divided world, andi fing mutual
veluen,

The Pestival consists, in the main, of representatives frop the Communist
#orld. We feeld that this, therefore, bresents a perfect Opportunity

for gselling these Joung people on oyr way of life, and tg learn, in
return, what exactdy mekeg up their lives ang their thougkts, mhe
encloaed copy of our Purposes ang frinciple will 8xnlain our reasoning

2 bit more.

As to the Festivalg themselves, they are biennial affairs held ip a
different capital of Easte.n Eubope, except for thisg one, in neutr:l
Austgia, American participation in thesge Festivala(which are sponsored

by two Bast European Communigt 8tudent groups), hag been almost ril, A

Lew left wing young Americans have attended, but have given unfair pictures
of our country, 1In 1957, 165 Anmericans attended the Festiv:1l in Moscow,
and for the first time the truth abeut Our country w.g lven,

Howaver, we who attended the MoscowlFestival were woefully unprepared,
no%h with the youth who did not attend and witp she exhibits we were
“mable to present, For example( and this is one of the main reasons
Tor thig letter), when Wé protested Soviet iutervention in Hungary, the
LLLWeY was, " How do you dare to say vhis after the Way you nave treated
She dmericsn Indianon Thare %a8 no answer for us to give for, as you
‘ropably gre aware, few peonle know - TRy AT 1RAQ0200970984-5
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It is for this reason that we wish to include represent.tives of the
various Indian natlons and trives in our delegation, together with the
songs, dances, handicraft and culture. Let them tell their story so that
the truth, whatever it may be, may be known.

As might be expected, eriticism of American participation has been made,
fhe St.te Departmeni =ays,
w It is recognized that there will be a desire on the part

o mapy young Americans who have no respect for international
communism, to take advantage of an opportunity %o meet young
people of other pationalities, including those from the Communist
countries, who may gather in Vierna. They would be well advised,
1f they attend, to inform themselves sdequately to cope with
typical Communist propagands against the United States and its
Government®™

The New York Times has announced that the State Depurtment is quietly
urging qualified young Americans to attend.

A special plane is being chartered which will leave July 20 and return
August 20. The young people will have 2 weeks to do with as they choosue
as independent travelers. The cost of $435.00 which is complete includes:
all transportation between New Yorkx and Vienna
2 day stopover in Paris with all meals, lodgings and sightseeing

tne 10 days in Vienns witph all meals, lodgings, Pestival eveuts, etc.

Ppnerefore, AYFO, Inc. calls upon all young people, all cultural, sports
and religious groups, all youth organizations, to work to:.ether for a
truly represeututive delegation composed of all Races, Religions and
Political beliefs.

we think you will agree, thut if the AYFO, Inc. can organize a lurge
group of intelligen, open-minded young people to meet w~ith other youth
on & fair, square and ponest basis, thia can 3erve as a positive
influerce coward the deus ex machina granting just arl eternal peace.

on wehalf of thae AYFO, Ine. Executive Board,

Sincerely,

o / T

‘1’é,r[£'»(’ {(LCC?‘ ll:r 3'//
Barbara Fer e
Executive Secretary

ce: Richard van ¥rank
Director Eastern Regional Office
9 Sacrementc Streetl
Crmbridge, Massachusettis

Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000200070084-5



) Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000200070084-5

THE AMERICAN YOUTH FESTIVAL ORGANIZATION, INC.
OUR PRINCIPLCES AND PURPOSES

10O PROVIDE the youth of the United States an opportunity to
meet, under amicable circumstances, the arts and
ideas of strange and controversial worlds; the
youth of the world, a true and clear picture of
America, through exhibits, displays, discussion
and exanple;

7O EXPLORE the varied haritages, traditions and customs of
every nation in the world-- from Ghana to Great
Britain, the USSR to Argantina, America to
Chinaj;

T0 VIEW ourselves, our way of life and our heritage in
the light of present world developments, and
to see ourselves as the world sees usg;

TO CREATE a showcase for the finest achievements of our
youtn: the Philosopher; the Historian; Poet;
Craftsman; Industrialist; Artist;
Scientilst; Teacher; Dancer: Athlete
Student

T0O BUILD bridges across the broad chasm$ of intolerance,
ignorance, misunderstanding and ill-will whieh
separate us;

TO CONVINCE the youth of the world that American youth is
vitally concerned with preserving world peale;
that our youth are cognizart of the rroblems
taced by other nations and that we care:

TO PROMOTE understanding and friendly cooperation between
the young pecple of the world, regardless of
RACE, RELIGION, PERSONAL or 200ITICAL belief;

TO OPEN the door "nd serve as guide, with all the wit
and perception we can summon up.
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fredd 20, 1959

Tmpr Ydes Perrve
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